
November 17, 2016 

Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 

Chairman Jacobson called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. followed by the recitation of the Pledge of 

Allegiance.  All Commissioners were in attendance.      

Chairman Jacobson asked if there were any additions/deletions to the agenda.  Commissioner Bommersbach 

made a motion to approve the agenda with additions.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all 

voted in favor.   

Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the November 10th board minutes as written.  Commissioner 

Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Dave Stene presented Social Services bills in the amount of $59,254.85 for approval of payment.  Commissioner 

Bommersbach made a motion to approve payment of the Social Services bills, Commissioner Gunderson 

seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

At this time Auditor-Treasurer Hanson presented the 2017 membership fees for the National Association of 

Counties, NACO, and asked the board if they wanted to approve payment of the fees, or if they wanted to drop 

membership to NACO.  After some discussion, Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve 

membership in NACO and to pay the yearly dues of $450.00.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and 

on vote, there were 4 yeas, and 1 nay.  Motion passed.   

Auditor-Treasurer Hanson then brought forth discussion on creating a Procurement Policy as required by the 

State Auditor before year end.  Donna handed out some draft copies of other procurement policies being used 

by some MN counties as well as a checklist created by the State Auditor to assure you meet the requirements 

set forth for a Procurement Policy.   Board members will be reviewing the information and also asked that 

County Attorney Brue be given the same information so he can make recommendations also.  Auditor Hanson 

will also be reviewing the information.   

Ben Anderson, Regional Extension Director, approached the board regarding an appointment to the Red River 

Valley Development Association.  Ben informed the board that Burton Rockstad had served on this board for 40+ 

years and due to his recent death, Norman County would need to appoint a replacement to represent Norman 

County on the Red River Valley Development Association.  Ben noted that Burton’s son, Erik Rockstad, would like 

to serve on the association board.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to appoint Erik Rockstad to the Red River 

Valley Development Association.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Mr. Anderson noted that Linda Houglum, extension educator, was busy working with 4-H leadership at this time 

and Lacy Wulfkuhle, was busy conducting                               meetings  

Mark Christianson, Soil and Water Conservation District, introduced Courtney Habedank, who is now working at 

the SWCD.  Courtney has been working with the MPCA this summer, attending some training on feedlots, etc, 

and Mark introduced a resolution to appoint Ms. Habedank to replace Mark as the Feedlot Pollution Control 

Officer.  After some conversation regarding the registration of feedlots for pollution control, permitting for 

feedlots and inspections of feedlots, Commissioner Redland made a motion to appoint Courtney to replace 

Mark as the Feedlot Pollution Control Officer.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and on roll call 

vote the resolution passed unanimously.   

Commissioner Bommersbach then asked Mark about the status of the buffer areas, mapping, etc.  Mark stated 

that the CRP program is a good tool to use with the buffer program.  It was noted that the DNR website is a good 

place to check on buffer requirements and mapping.   

Jerilyn Swenson, Norman County Engineer, then brought information forward regarding acquiring the proposed 

property, parcel 25-0993003, east of the current Highway Dept Building from the City of Ada.  The city acquired 

this property through eminent domain and she feels the county would need to also acquire it from the city 

through eminent domain.   This discussion was tabled until the County Attorney was present.   

Ms. Swenson approached the board regarding County Road 161 bridge replacement with a 3-line box culvert.  

Widseth, Smith & Nolting revised the analysis and this was approved by the Wild Rice Watershed District at their 

meeting yesterday.  There is an overhead powerline that needs moving with the project and Red River Valley 

Cooperative Power is considering burying the line with an estimate of $18,000.  There is an Arvig line that would 

possibly also need moving for the project.  The Highway Dept will begin working on right-of-way purchase for 

this project.   

Jerilyn also informed the board that they are almost completed with bridge inspections – about 10 left to 

inspect.  Township letters regarding any bridge deficiencies will be going out before year end.   

Diamond Surface of Rogers had agreed to the 6 additional intersections and were planning to do rumble strips 

beginning today and tomorrow, but due to the weather forecast postponed this for now.  They are hoping the 



weather will improve and they will be able to complete these yet this fall, however, noted that if weather did 

not allow this they would put Norman County as top priority in the spring of 2017.   

James Brue, County Attorney, entered the meeting and more discussion was held regarding the proceedings for 

eminent domain.  Mr. Brue stated he felt this would be a tough needle to thread, but he would begin the 

process.  He recommended the county not look to acquire the entire parcel, but determine just how much land 

they would need to construct the building they desired and then approach the City and DNR with that request.  

He felt this might be a better approach.   

Attorney Brue was asked to look at the sample procurement policies and requirements and provide feedback to 

the board.   

Commissioner Redland made a motion to approve the bills as presented.    

Revenue - $15,007.04  Public Health - $7,991.43 County Homes - $6,093.35 

Road & Bridge - $7,960.24 Total - $37,052.06 

Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Chairman Jacobson adjourned the meeting at 10:37 a.m.  

 

_____________________________________  ____________________________________ 

Steve Jacobson, Chairman     Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer 


